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Collecting	Social	Photo	is	a	project	spanning		
over	three	years	(2017-2020),	researching	how	museums	and	
archives	can	change,	how	we	work	with	photography	collections	in	
the	age	of	social	media.	

 Project blog: collectingsocialphoto.nordiskamuseet.se 
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“Terrorist	attack	in	
Stockholm.	In	an	attempt	
to	get	home	from	
Södermalm,	I	walked	away	
from	the	city	center	and	
ended	up	in	the	park.	I	
stopped	to	catch	my	
breath	and	sent	this	
picture	to	my	future	wife	
so	she	would	know	where	
I	was	and	that	I	was	safe.	
Helicopters.	The	sound	of	
sirens.	Panic.”			

Photo	by:	Emil	Lindroth	
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The Lorry. Photo by: Oliwer Hallblad 

The	lorry.	Photo	by:	Oliwer	Hallblad	



bild på väggen 
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What	we	collected	
	
Images	shared	on	social	media	
with	hashtag	#openstockholm	
or	#prayforstockholm	
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Challenging	current	work	practices	



Photo: Fredrik Hansson, CC-BY 



Key	learnings	



●  Building capacity and competencies 
●  Not prioritized today 
●  Existing digital platforms and tools in 

museums are not adapted 
●  The need for a broad range of methods 
●  Collaboration across silos 

Work	practices	



Outreach	and	participation	
●  Perform	successful	outreach		
●  Build	a	presence	online	that	is	not	just	about	

marketing		
●  Build	competence	around	audience	engagement	and	

how	to	build	participatory	archives.		
●  Learn	how	to	deal	with	larger	amounts	of	data.		



Collections	management	
●  Clear	all	legal	and	ethical	issues.		
●  Long	term	strategies	for	maintaining	and	

managing	the	collections	
●  Develop	collections	interfaces	that	allow	for	new	

and	more	relevant	experiences	of	the	content	
●  Short	distance	between	collecting	and	

disseminating	



Thank	you!	
Elisabeth	Boogh	
Kajsa	Hartig	
Johanna	Karlsson	
Hans	Öjmyr	

#collectingsocialphoto 
@photocollecting 
http://collectingsocialphoto.nordiskamuseet.se  


